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do not see why be should not be granted the
same accessibility to amenities as the white
muan, provided that he observes our laws.
Cosmo Newbery is controlled by the depart-
ment, anad I understand that it is doing first
class work. Although the superintendent is
very strict he appears to he doing an excel-.
lent job. Natives must be disciplined to
some extent, just as we discipline ourselves
or those working for us.

I ian glad that the Government appointed
Mr. Batoman, who is both just and impartial,
and his report will he of value to the Govern-
ment and the people of this State. Some of
our policemen are sympathetic towards the
natives, hut, on the other hand, a few are
too severe. I do not think such officers
should be placed in positions of control over
our natives. I could quote an instance from
the early days where, bcca'ase of his own do-
ing, a p~olieeman was speared. After that he
shot every native that he saw.

Hon. A. A. Al. Coverlcy: That was 50
years ago. They do not do that today.

Hon. E. N7LiSEN: No, but there are still
some very hard-hearted persons ia positions
of control. I am sure that if the Minister
were to hear of instances of harshness they
would be properly dealt with. In a number
of small towns it is diffcult to deal with the
natives, though that is not always their fault.
In many instances I am inclined to blame
the white man for the wrongdoing of the
natives. I commend the Minister for being
inclined to give the natives more liberty, to
which they. are justly entitled. I commnend
him for the good work he has been doing, in
emulationk of his ipredocessor, and I belieye
that at last our natives are to be given a fair
go and put on a. basis as near as possible to
that of the white man.

Progress reported.

House adjouned at 11.55 P.M.
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REBOLUTJON-BANKING.
NATIONALISATION.

A s to Common wealth's Refusal of
Referendum.

Message from the Assembly requesting
concurrence in the following resolution now
considered:

That in the opinion of this House the action
of the Commoawwilth. Government in proceed.
ing with its proposals for nationalisation of
bunking without first conducting a referendum
calls for the strontgest protest from this Parlia-
ment on behalf of the people of this State.
The Commonwealth Government can claim no
mandate from the people for such proposals
which, in view of the controls over banking
exercised under the Banking Act of 1945, are
in no sense necessary or desirable and should
not be imposed on the people without their
assent. Therefore, this House calls upon the
Commonwealth Government not to proceed
with the Bill unless and until such a referen-
dum of the Australian People has been held
ni decided in the affirmative.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
S. W. Parker-Mletropolitan-Suburban)
[4.39]. I move--

That the resolution be agreed to.

This resolution has been transmitted to this.
Chamber to enable members to express their
opinions on the confiscation of bank pro-
perty, the confiscation of shares held in
banks, and the confiscation of the assets of
hank';.

Hon. E. 'At. Davies: I thought they were
being purchased.

The M1iNiSTER FOR MINES: I repeat
the word "confiscation." I use it deliberately,
hecause there is only a purchase when there
is a ready sale. Here there is not a ready
sale but a confiscation called a purchase.

Hion. A. Thomson: You have to take what
is given you.

The MINISTER FOR M1INES: The
Commonwealth Government is forcing
political control on the banks, and on the
people's everyday needs. It will be purely
party political control. The party repre-
sented by whatever Government happens to
hie in power will control even the pocket-
money of the individual.

Hon. E. M. Davies: Bunkum!I

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
deal with that interjection directly. I do
not think Mr. Davies believes it himself. Hie
is one of those unfortunate individuals who

have followed the party -which has put him
in the present position. In June, 1921,
the all-Australia Trade Union Conference in
Melbourne decided that the first plank of
Labour's platform would be the soeialisa-
lion of industry, production, distribution
dad exchange. But at all elections, that
ha.. been kept in the background. I for
one have told the people from the husting9
that that was the first plank of Labour's
platform, aind I was told that I was draw-
ing the long bow. It was denied by the
Labour candidates; it has been denied by
.nearly every Labour candidate. It was kept
in the background at the last Federal elec-
tions because the candidates knew very well
they would not be supported if the people
knew tuly what they stood for,

When I first sought a seat in Parlisment,
in 1927, I said that we were rapidly pro-
ceeding to socialism. I was laughed at, and
perhaps rightly so, because it has taken
nearly 20 years to come about. But it is
here now. Capitalism-if our present

sytmof democracy is capitalism, and I
think it is-gives every citizen the same
rights and privileges. He is allowed free-
dom of thought, freedom of speech and free-
dom of action, and the right to earn aL just
reward for the work he does. He has the
right to work where he likes and at what-
ever occupation he wishes, with certain re-
strictions, which are being rapialy in-
creased. But what does socialisatioa dot
It is a doctrine of restriction And control
of all the things which capitalism grnnts
freelyv to every individual.

Socialism takes away all freedom of'
action. We know the country most pro-
nounced in this matter is Russia, where there
is slave labour and the people are told what
to do. Although they receive wages, there
is nothing they can purchase, and there is
no incentive to produce. Capitalism or
democracy gives every opportunity to the
individual to produce to his utmost, and in
these days that is what we want. The
nationalisation of banking means that the
individual will have to go to the Common-
wealth Treasurer who will have absolute
control. We will be able to hank only
where he permits, and he will decide what
financial assistance we are to get.

Hon. E. M. Davies: That is what the
Commonwealth Bank Board decided during
the depression.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
afraid the hon. member has not read the
hank Bill, and obviously he does not agree
with its contents, and for that I am
pleased. At all times, socialisation has been
detrimental to the standard of living and
the advancement of the people. True soeial-
isation brings everyone to the same level,
which means that no-one works more than
he wishes to, and so leads as idle a life as
possible because there is no encouragement
to do otheirwise. This is exemplified in our
midst-we have only to see the aborigines
in their natural state to see complete social-
ism. Again, socialism breeds tyrants. It is
clear that the present - Commonwealth
Government has no intention of hearing the
views of the people or of taking the slight-
est notice of them. Not only that, but the
Speaker appointed by the Government re-
fused to allow members to address, the
House. The gag has been applied frequently
by the Government's preponderance of
members.

Hon. E. Mf. Davies': How many times was
it applied by the previous Government?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:- I do not
know, but if it applied the gag often , it
was quite -rightly put out, and I trust this
Government will be put out if it does not
allow members to air their views.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: I think every mem-
ber in the House voted on the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
so, but not every member was allowed to
speak. The time was limited.

Ron. E,. M. Heenan: Every member
voted on it.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: I say
-without fear of contradiction that a time
limit was fixed, and members were allowed
only a certain time in which to speak. There
was no freedom, as we know it. Not only
were members of the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment not allowed to speak, but the people
are not allowed to give their views. For-,
tunately the Legislative Council of Victoria
took the hit between its teeth and said, "We
will let the people speak!' The Govern-
ment said, "This is a shocking thing for
the Legislative Council to do-to put the
Governmert out of power." But the
freedom of the people of Victoria was
emiphasised when they said, "Is it? We will
showv you." They put the Government cut
by the neck. They said, "ft is only proper

that we should have a say." Although
it was not a State matter, the peopie
desired to show1  that they had no
time for a Government connected politically
with the one eudeavouring to put through
the Bill to bring about the nationalisation
of banking. Even now the Prime Minister
entirely ignores the wishes of the people
expressed in Victoria, the only State whore
there has been the opportunity to do so.

It might be said that we should hold a
referendum here, Well, to conduct a referen-
dum) iii Western Australia would occupy
many months because it would have to be
taken over the whole of this sparsely settled
State. But we are doing the next best
thing. We are giving an opportunity to
the representatives of the people to express
their views on behalf of their constituents.
I am pleased, as I represent one-third of
the people on the Legislative Council roll,
to be able to express my views on their
behalf. I am perfectly sure that there are
very few people who desire the nationalisa-
tion of banking, apart from those who do
not think and the Commuanists. With the
Communists, I include the Socialists be-
Cause they are virtually one and the same
thing.

Hon. E. M1. Davies: The same old story!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Well, we
s;hall see. In order to bring about in our
fell swoop their objective of bringing about
complete and absolute socialisatiun of in-
dustry, the Government has followed the
immediate and direct tactics of the (Com-
mun11is9ts, and I shall qluote the remarks of'
Lenin, made in 1917, to show how appro-
priate they are today. in addressing the
1917 Bolshevik Conference on how the
transilI ion from en pitalisai to complete
soeialismn should be brought about, Lenin
said-

We are nil aigreed that the fundamental
first step in this direction must be suchk
uteasures as the nationalisation of the Winks
and the trusts. Let us put into practice thcs;
and similar measures and we shall see. It is
possible and] even indubitable that the tran-
sition will not lbe made wvithout combined
types, i.e., we cannot either nationalise the
small eonsumiers' concerns, i.e., one onr two.
wage workers, or place them under a real
workers' control. Their role iay he small to
the vanishing point; through the nationahisa-
tion of the banks they may be tied hand and
foiot' all that is true, but' why throw over the
minimal programme so long as vestiges, how-
ever slight, of bourgeois relations remain.
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That was what Lenin said in 1917. He took
over the banks. There is now not one private
hank in Russia. That is what is happening
here now. If the Commonwealth Government
has this power there will not be a private
bank in Australia. It is also very significant
that the "Party Training Manual" of the
Australian Communist Party makes refer-
enee to it.

Hon. G. Bennetts: You will he on the
black list of the Communist Party.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I sin-
cerely hope and pray that I will be. Next
there is the following extract regarding the
Communist Party-

The Australian Communist Party in its
Thirty Training Manual (pp. 38 ad 39) piet
tures the mehasures which must be taken to
bring about Communist rule over Australia,
through "pariamentary action."

It is parliamentary action of which we now
complain.

Hon. E. MA. Davies: There is not one
Communist in Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR MIlNES: I venture
to assert that there are many, and that there
will probably be more.

Hon. 0. Bennetts: Can you name one?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. I
cannot say if the name by which he will
desceribe himself is "Prime 'Minister" or
"Treasurer."

Ron. E. M. Davies: You would not say
that outside!

The MINISTER FOR MINES?' I have
said it. The manual contains the following-

These (i.e., communist sponsored) me mbers
eater Parliament, not that they may take the
machine into their hands, but that they may
destroy it...The Communist Party makes
use of bourgeois Parliaments and enters them
for the furtherance of the revolutionary class
struggle.

That is what is happening nowv. Who gets
the support of the Communists at the elec-
tions I

Ron. ER H. Gray: The Liberal Party!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
quite wrong.

HEon. E. M. Davies: At any rate, it gets
the second preferences-

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am per-
fectly sure that many supporters of the
Commonwealth Government do not realise

what the socialisation of banking means.
Only the other day Mr. Kenneally-I think
it was in Canada-stated that the next step
would be the *socialisation of the steel in-
dustry. He need not worry about that,
because the socialisation of banking
socialises everything. The steel industry
cannot carry on without finance and if'
the Commonwealth Treasurer has control
of the finances, everything else is
socialised. Does any hon. member believe
that the people of Russia are happy and
free? If any member thinks so, he is
quite justified in voting against the resolu-
tion. One object of the banking Bill is to
control credit. Very frequently the state-
ment has been made that the Commonwealth
must have power to control credit. That
has been stated by supporters of the legis-
lation.

When the supporters of the Common-
wealth Government's legislation contend
that it is necessary for it to control credit,
I would point out to the House that Russia
is the 'only country where the Government
actually does control credit. Have members
given -thought to what it means to control
credit? It means the control of all over-
drafts, of all trading accounts, of all shop-
keepers who give any credit, of hotel
keepers, warehousemen, merchants, manu-
facturers, mining people, squatters and
farmers-all are absolutely and directly
controlled.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And the unions?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Possibly
unions wvill have special privileges-if they
vote in a certain way. Take the position
of a small shopkeeper who gives credit
every week. He cannot give that credit
unless be himself obtains credit, and so it
goes up the scale. The small shopkeeper
obtains credit from the warehouseman, and
the warehouseman in turn must get credit.
Where does be get it fronm? Obviously from
the bank.

Hon. G. Beanetts: He would get it from
the Common01wealth.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: From the
Commonwealth Treasurer-if he likes to
make it available.

Hon. 0. Bennetts: The same applies to
te ordinary banks.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
Treasurer says he will not give credit to
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a person because he is a Communist whom
he does not like but will provide it to a
Liberal whom he does like, the latter will
receive the necessary credit. That is the
way in which the socialisation of banking
will operate. Most decidedly if the small
shopkeeper gives credit to a person of the
wrong political colour, the transaction wvill
he traced right up, and credit will be with-
held from him.

Hon. G. Bennetts: Does the Bill say -there
is no right of appeal if an individual is
turned down?9

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Obvi-
ously the hon. member has no idea of what
this means, and that is what the Common-
wealth is preying on. How will it he pos-
sible for the small man to carry on? An
aggrieved person will not be able to go to
court and lodge an appeal because he has
not he~n able to get an overdraft. What
will ho the position. at election time? Do
members think that a hank manager will
have authority to graint an overdraft or ex-
tend credit to a candidate who is standing
in opposition to the Government in
poweri Do they think for one moment that
a non-Labour Government if in power would
allow the A.L.P. credit in order to enable
it to fight an electionl

lion. E. M. Heenan: You are spoiling it
now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Do mem-
bers think that when they get some ex-
treme ai~d unreasonable man as Treasurer
in control of the banks, he will allow any
extension of credit to those that desire to
oppose hin? It is not reasonable to think
that he would.

lHon. G. Bennetts: At election time you
would get the decisions through the ballot
box.

The MINISTER FOR 1fLNES: Mr. Ben-
netta has struck the point exactly. Hie says
it will be all right if a man gets through
the ballot box. I am one of those who ob-
ject to going through the ballot box in
order to secure pre-selection. Everyone
should have the right to stand and not be
required to gain that right through the pre-
selection ballot box in order to he able to
secure the necessary finance. But that is
exactly what will happen. The present
Government is determined to bring about
absolute and complete socialism. As I

have already pointed out, the Federal Bill
will give the Commonwealth Government
control of all credit and the Treasurer, *ho
is usually, and in future will be, the Prime
Minister-ry what name he will call him-
self when th Bill is pawsed, I do not know
-will take the action that has been indi-
cated. We know what such people were
called in other countries. Hitler was called
the Chancellor, which, I understand, is the
equivalent of Treasurer.

It is significant that the present Coin-
nionwenlth Government has already shown
its tyranny by refusing to allow the people
to express their opinion. ,Furthermore
it is in gi-eat fear that it has over-
stepped the hounds of the Constitution. It
is significant that the principal adviser on
constitutional questions to the Common-
wealth Government, a man holding an
extremely high office in the Administration,
has been out of Australia during the bank-

- ing legislation controversy. I refer to the
Federal Attorney General, the man on'
whom the Government has a right to lean
and from whom it has a rigbt to expect ad-
vice. He is out of the country and has
taken no part at all in the discussion.

There is a great dispute as to the consti-
tutionality of the proposal. We know that
there are many mnanocuvres already on foot
to avoid the possibility of this project going
before the High Court. The Comnmonwealth
Government hopes to induce the Governor
General to give his assent quiely so that it
-nay then appoint new directors of its own
choosing and also in order that those direc-
tors may prevent the banks from taking
action to apply for an injunction. Why
should a. member of the Commnonwealth
Parliament go out of his way in at most
dastardly, .manner under the privileges of
Parliament to abuse people whom every
honest British person is proud of, namely,
the personnel of our High Court, the
judges. One thing the Britisher is proud
of is that his judges are incorruptible and
honest. No-one suggests that judges do not
make mistakes, hut they are honest;, and
that is the one solid foundation #of the
British Constitution.

The Prime Minister himself does not say
anything, but one of his underlings abuses;
them in a most diabolical manner. One of
the Prime Minister's colleagues got up and
supported him but the Prime Minister did

1997



1998 [COUNCIL]

not say a word. I was asked just now whb
were the Communists. I leave it to xnem-
hers to judge. A Communist is one who
keeps quiet and allows others to do the talk-
ing while be stands back. Why is it that
there is this attack on the High Court, and
why is this effort made to prevent the matter
going before the Hfigh Court?7 Why is the
Federal Attorney General kept out of Aus-
tralia. I sincerely hope it is because those
concerned know well that they are on
dangerous ground from the constitutional
point of view.

Hon. G. Bennetts: He is trying to keep
peace in the world.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No
doubt the hon. member saw the criticism in
the paper the other day as to Dr. Evatt
trying to keep peace in the world. We all
agree that in normal times what we require
is to keep our people employed and occu-
pied, and to endeavour in every way to
suplport new induistnies. We -want people
to come here and we want to keep them
moving. Mr. Dedman said that by wiping
out the banks and hay' ing Only one bank we
would put 5,000 people out of work. He con-'
tradieted that statement afterwards, for he
knew he had put his toot in it. The Post-
master General said "No, we will not put
people out of work; we wilt have them all
digg-ing trenches for the department." By
introducing the honking Bill the Common-
wealth Government is not increasing the
number of our citizens who can gain an
honest and useful employment.

lon. G. Bennetts: The private banks put
50,000 people in this State out of work
(luring the depression.

lion. J. A. Dimmitt: Nonsenuse! There
were not 50,0001 people ou~t Of work.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
the Communists,' cry. The hon. member is
not a Communist. I do not suggest that,
beeauge if he were he would? keep quiet.

Hon. G1. Bennetts: The money was not in
the hands of the workers, so it must have
been in the possession of the banks.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Mr.
Scullin was Prime Minister when the Pre-
miers' Plan was formulated.

lon. E, 31. IDavies: Hla did not have the
Senate with him.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: He did
not have the other Labour Premiers with him.

It was stated that the Socialists' objective
was drafted by a committee headed by a
man who became Labour's first post-war
Prime Mlinister, Air. Sculin. It was
foreed througi' the 1929 Conference,
where it was explained in detail by
Mdr. Scullin himself. That deals with
Mr. Seullin and the depression. The Prem-
iers, including the Labour Premiers,
forced the plan through. Socialism
decreases the opportunities for pebopte
to engage in useful occupations hut
capitalismn encourages it in every way and
promotes production and employment. I
recall that in Western Australia in the
early (lays how pleased everyone was when
the banks began to open up. There were
only one or two then but gradually others
came in. Then the country began to
flourish, and now they arc going to he
wiped out. We have not been allowed to
express our opinions and therefore we can
only present them here, as the representa-
tives of the people.

Hon. E. 1. Heenan: That statement is
hardly justified, because there has been a
great deal of publicity.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
people themselves have not been heard. The
Senate is supposed to be a House represent-
ing the Stater, but it is purely a party Mnn-
chine. In the House of Representatives,
Opposition members are not allowed to
speak. Parliament in its true sense has
ceased to exist in the Commonwealth.

Hon. E. 31. Davies: 1 heard a lot of
Opposition members speak over the air, and
so did other people.

The MINiSTER FOR MINES: Were
they put out during the course of their
speeches?9

Hon. E. If. Davies: There was not so
much row as when the other side was speak-
ing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I submit
that in the present Commonwealth Parlia-
ment members arc not given freedom or
sufficient time in which to express the views
of their constituents, as they are justly and
rightly entitled to as members of that Par-
liament. I suiggest that in future all candi-
dates for parliamentary honours be asked
whether they are socialists. Communists
candidly admit what they stand for. I re-
gret that there are many other people who
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will not admit that they are socialists but
vote for all legislation dealing with sociali-
sation. The people of Victoria lOy an over-
whelming vote have shown that a large sec-
tion of Australia is opposed to the na-
tionalikiation of banking and socialism.
I ask those members in this Chamber who
are in favour of the resolution not to hesi-
tate to declare themselves. It is only
right that the people who have put us here
should know definitely -and distinctly
whether we are-for or against the resolu-
tion.

ion. WV. J. 'Mann: Do you think you
will get a division?.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If those
who are in favour of socialisation of indus-
try' wvill comne out with their views and can
indicate that there iAi anything good in their
ideology, then we will have their views be-
fore us. anmd we will be able to adopt them
if 'we like. Let us hear what is good in
socialism so that we may adopt it if we feel
like doing so.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Are we not here to
deal with State matters?

The MI~fNISTERl FOR MWINES: Yes.
But as soon as the banking Bill goes
through- the State will cease to exist be-
cause all the finances of all its people will
have gone. . The State Parliament itself
will cease to exist. If the Bill becomes law,
State Parliaments will cease to exist in
six years. I felt I had to express my views
but also the views of the Government of
which I happen to be a member. I there-
fore ask the Rouse to support the resolu-
tion.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburhan) [5.131: I congratulate the Gov-
ernment on having brought forward this
motion. There is no need for me to speak
as to the demerits of the proposed legisla-~
tion. I propose to take up the same attitude
as that adopted by the Premier in another
place. As our Leader in this Chamber dealt
fully with the demerits, I shall confine my-
self to certain other aspects. Many volumes
have been written in regard to banking in
Australia. so that there fire many oppor-
tunities for students to get a good and clear
insight into the banking system which has.
operated here for a great number of year-.

Member,, should keep in mind the point
that in 1036 a Royal Commission wai

[1041

brou.ght into being at the request of the
Commonwealth Parliament to investigate
the banking system of Australia. In 1937,
that report was presented to the Common-
wealth Parliament. It is not a popular publi-
cation with members of the Labour Party for
the sini c and obvious reason that the find-
ings of the Royal Commission did -not sup-
port the contentions which are now ad-
vanced in favour of the banking Bill. On
the contrary, it praised the bahtking system
of Australia for playing an iptportant part
in getting Australia out of the impasse
which occurred from 1930 to 1933. Mr.
Chifley was a member of that Royal Com-
mission. Reference was made by the Min-
.ister to the absence of the Federal Attorney
General, and he rather suggested there were
obvious reasons for that absence.

I would like to refer to ana advertisement
which appeard in the "Sydney Morning
Herald" on the 9th August, 1943. I quote
this in support of the inference I read into
the Minister's remarks. This was a half-
page advertisement and featured a picture
of Herbert Vere Evatt. To the left of the
picture, it big headlies appeared this cap-
tion -

"Evatt Ends an Argument."

Below that-it stated that-

"Labour is opposeil to National Security
Regulations except where they are essential
for the prosecution of the war and. is pledgcd
to revert to legislation in the normsl manner
as soon as war exigencies permit."
Below tliat, in capitals, and underlined,
appeared this caption-

The Commonwealth Constitution gives no
general power to nationalise industries.
I think that the Minister had that in mnind
-when he referred to the absence of Dr.
Evatt. Below tht was a further caption
in equally large letter.,, aiii, also under-
lined-

Under a Labour Governuieut there will he
more room for private enterprise and busin !ss
initiative after the war than ever before.

Hon. E. II. Qray: There will be, too!

Hon. J. A. DlIMITT: Then there ap-
pleared at facsimile of the signature of
Ilerbert Vere Evatt. There has been noi
mandate given by the peal lt, of Australiia
to the Comimonweath Government to
nlationalise banking. Here we have a clen r-
cut, concise statement made by the Federal
Attorney General in 1943. In 1946, Mr.
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Chificy told the public of Australia that be
would follow the precedents and principles
laid down by his predecessor, the late 'Mr.
Curtin. He did not anticipate or indicate
to the people any intention to introduce
nationalisution of banks or of any industry.
For those reasons I intend to support the
resolution and congratulate the Govern-
ment on bringing, it before the House.

lion. E. M. Heenan: You have not dealt
with the demerits of the Bill, ats promised.

Hion. J. A:' DIMMITT: I said I would
not denl with them.

lion. E. M. Ileenan: I am sorry.

Rion. J. A. DIMMLTT: I said that I
would deal with two other aspects. Now
that the hon. member has raised this point,
it has been suggested that this is a 'futile
effort. Even if it is a futile effort; even
if it is true that the Prime Minister closes
his mind to any objection that may he
raised against his policy, I hope the Gov-
ernment will proceed with this resolution
and that it will be sent to the Prime
MP~inister in spite of its possible ineffective-
ness.

RON. G. W. MILES (North) [5.20]: I
congratulate the Governmen; on bringing
this matter fonvard. I was anxious to see
sonie of the supporters of the Labour Gov-
ernment get up and give us some of their
views.

The Honorary Minister: You are an opti -
mist.

lRon. G. Fraser: We do not want to waste
the time of the House.

Hion. 0. W. MILES: As M1r. Dimmitt
mentioned, the Commonwealth Government
has no mandate ftom the people to intro-
duce this socialistic legislation. On the
contrary, when Mir. Curtin was Prime Min-
ister in 11043 he gave an assurance that no
socialistic legislation would be introduced
during the war.

&fin. E. H. Gray: And he carried it out.
lion. (Jr. W. MILES: Yes; yet Labour

supporters say that the Commonwealth
Government has a mandate from the people.
I want to quote this statement-

The Government's case is inherently andi.
thoroughly bad, and the Government knows it.
It has not a shred of warrant for this legis-
lation and, on the statement of Mr. Chifley
himself, up to two mnonthis ago, it requires no
powers for the control of thu credit structure-

Hion. W, R,. Hall: What are you reading
from?7

Hon. G.-W. MILES: This is in a publica-
tion entitled "Hard Comment."

Hon. W. R?. Hall: Who writes that?

lIon. G. W. MILES: It does not matter.
These are facts, and I want Labour mem-
bers to understand that these are Mr.
Chifley's words I am quoting. The ex-
tract continues-
-it requires no powers for control of the credit
struceture other than those already expressly
taken and appoved by tile country.

.Ar. (hifley's excuse to Parliament is thit
hie fins a. mandate for his proposals beceause-

(1) the Federal Constitution gives to the
central Government power (in Chifleys words)
''to control banking,'' and-

lon. E. 1.K. Heenan: What edition is
that?

Hon. G. W. MILES:
(2) the A.L.P. platform has always-or at

least -for the past 25 iyears-c0ted as the
Party's objective ''socialisation of the means
of production, distribution and exchange' and
specifically the nationalisation of banking
(meaning at government monopoly) as a pro-
cess towards that end.

Hon. G. Fraser: The public put them in.

lon. G. W. MILES: I will deal with put-
ting them, in and with what your leader
said.

Hon. 0. Bennetta: What is the name of
the paper 9

R~on. G. WV. MILES: It is called "Hard
Comment," and is published in Sydney.
I will lay it on the Table.

Hon. GI. Fraser: Never heard of it!

Hon. G. W. MILES: You arc hearing of
it no0w. The extract continues-

The first of these claims is false. What the
Constitution does is to give to the Federal
Parliament power to make laws for '"peace,
order, and good government'' with respect
(inter alIm) to "'banking, other than State
hanking, also State baning extending bd-
yond the limits of the State- concerned.'' To
interpret this power as conveying that the pre-
Federal convention which draf ted the final
compromise Constitution, expected and np-
p roved in advance the creatioa of a Federal
monopoly in hanking, is so palpably absurd
that no person, even a socialist, can possibly
believe it.

T think that members in this House who are
supporting the Chifley Government cannot
believe that was the intention of the framers
of the Constitution. The paper continues--
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Mr. Clilfley knows that such a proposal was
not even in the minds of the convention. lie
is therefore twisting the intention as well as
the words of that foundation Act, and on that
count lie will have to answer in the courts.
Democracy in peril.

The second claim betrays the chicanery of
the socialists' procedure. Mr. Chifley and his
followers are utterly contemptuous of the elect-
orate, or of any verdict by the electorate which
runs counter to their designs..

Hon. E. M. Heenan:. Who wrote this 9

Hon. 0. W. MILES: I will tell the bon.
member, and I will lay the paper on the
Table for him to read. If he reads it, he
will probably have more sense than he has
today. Why does the hon. member not get
up in the House and.-say what he believes?

The PRESIDENT: Order! Will the hon.
member please address the 'Chair?

H1on. 0. W. MILES: I am. sorry.

Hon. G. Fraser: You are tellingv the House
what we beligve.

Hon. G. W. MILES: The hon. member
needs telling, too.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: All I want to know
is who wrote it.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Why not get up
and make a speech instead of interjecting?
f have said I wilt table the paper. I have
said that it is called "Hard Comment," and
it is issued by Citizenship Pty. Ltd.,
Third Floor, 28 O'Connell-street, Sydney.

Hon. G. Fraser: Who is the contributor?

Hon. G. W. MILES: The Editor.

li1on. G. Fraser: Who is the editor?

The PRESIDENT: Order!I Will the hon.
member please proceed?

Hon. G. W. MILES: The paper states-
Mr. Chifley and his followers are utterly

contemptuous of the electorate-

So are his supporters. That is my inter-
jection.
--or of any verdict by the electorate which
runs counter to their designs. Henceforth, no
Labour leader's policy speech is to be accepted
as sincere unless be confesses frankly that he
intends. to socialise everything at the first op.
portunity and to substitute a regimented State
for the existing deknocratie Commonwealth.
'That is what he -will be committed to-by Mr1
Chifley 'a own admission-and if hie does not
confess it on the election platform he will be
practising deceit on thei electors. Mr. Chifley
has said that the socialisation objective is there,
and that a vote for Labour, even when social-

ism is not mentioned in its leader's Policy
is a vote to go ahead with Labour's most
extreme and hitherto theoretical aims.

Hon. G. Fraser:- It has been a plank ever
since I was a boy.

Boka. G. W. MILES: That is what th
article says.

Hon. E. M, Heenan: How many more
pages of that are there

Hon. G. W. MILES: The paper con-
tinues-

So far was the majority vote for Labour
in 1943 and 1946 from being a vote for social-
isation of means of production and exchange
(beginning with the trading banks),-

I want Fremnantle members partieularly to
remember this--
-that Mr. Curtin won in 1943 only because,
when expressly questioned, he uneqaivoelly
plCdg2d his Party not to introduce any social.
isation measures daring the war, the end of
which has not yet officially arrived as the Gov-
einent 's own use of the National Security Act
testifies. Nor has Liberal been released from
that pledge of Mr. Curtin. Mr. Chifley won in
1946 on a stand pat policy speech. Ile declared
he would make no promises whatever in depar-
ture from the preiious regime. He lad made
it plain that thek banking Acts passed in 1945
afforded his Government sufficient power to von-
trol the national1 credit and to . " gear the
country for any recession."

That is a iomplete reply to the people who
say they have a mandate for this Bill. They
have no mandate and this resolution, carried
by Parliament will show that we in West-
ern Australia are opposed to the natiounlisa-
tioji o? banking which wvill mean, as the
Leader of the House has said, the nationali-
sation of all the industries of this country.

Hon. 0. Fraser: You have not told us
the name of the writer.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I hay9 said it was
the editor and have given the name of the
paper aind the place from which it is iss;ued.

H-on. 0. FrasciU Give its the namre;- we do
not know it.

Hon. 0. W. MILES: I have quoted what
Mr. Curtia said, and the hon. member -re-
meaflers he said it. Mr. Curtin said there
woulil be no socialisation during the war,
and Mr. Chifley also said it. I endorse those
remarks. The war was over when Mr.
Chifley was elected in 1946, and he said he
would not introduce any fresh measures.
Now he hats the impudence to come along
and say he has a mandate from the people.
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There is no mandate whatever. I am
hoping-

lon. NV. R. Hall:- You will be hoping!

Ron. G. W. MILES:- I will be hoping,
-and the hon. member wvill be, too, before it
is all over, that our present Governor-
Ge'neral, who Was appointed by the Labour
43overnment, pushed on to the King-

1ion. E. H. Gray: The Ming appointed
'him.

lon. G. W. MILES: He had no option.
I1 hope that he will exercise his authority
and perhaps save the face of the Labour
Party by refusing assent to the nationalisa-
tion Bill until a referendumn has been taken.

113N. L A. LQGAM (Central) [5.30]: 1
do not think this opportunity should he
passed over without members expressing
their opinions as to what is right. The
Glovernmnent must be given credit for
being honest enough in its convictions
to present the resolution. It has been
said, in favour of the Commonwealth
banking Bill, that it has been brought
down to save the country from an-
other depression. No argument more
puerile than that has ever been heard, to my
knowledge. if we cast our minds back to
the last depression we will recall the position
that existed. Those who are trying to force
the Bill through the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment say that the Associated Banks drove
men off the land and caused the depression.
If those same gentlemen were to go round
the country today they would find that 95
per cent. of the primary producers are opi-
posed to the Bill. Had men been driven
off the, land by the banks, and had the- banks
mnused the depression of 19:10-33, the pri-

mary producers wouild today have been in
favour of the Bill. It is said that the Coml-
monwvealth Government has a mandate.
There. has never been a mandate given for
such a purpose and there never wvill be, if
the matter is put to the people for their
decision. The result of the recent election
in Victoria and the enormous number or
Signatures attached to petitions sent to
Fede-ral members-

Hon. G. Bennelts: Half of them were
forced.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: -and to the Gov-
ernor-General, in protest against the Bill,

indicate the feelings of the people. We now
hear that the Commonwealth Governmeni
wants a referendum on price control, which
i.s something- that the States can manage
without any trouble, at a time when everyone
is clamnouring for a referendum on the bank-
ing Bill, Mr. Chifley, with his dictatorial
attitude-we have recently got rid of an-
other dictator, Adolf Hitler-refuses to
grant it.

Hon. G. Fraser: He has taken a leaf out
of the book of this House, which last year
refused to grant a referendum.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I was not then a
member of this House and know nothing
about that referendum. I therefore cannot
reply to the interjection.

Hon. 0. Fraser: This House last year
refused a request for a referendum.

Hon. L A. LOGAN: Perhaps it had good
cause for doiag SO. If those who arc in
favour of the banking Bill could come for-
ward and give one honest reason why it is
necessary, wve might listen to them, but not
one wvatertight reason has been given to
convince us that it is necessary in the in-
terests of the country. We can get down
to Socialism in theory, and it ,ound8
quite good, but in practice it never has
worked, and never will. There is no need
to labour the point. In their own heart,;
I believe the majority of members are in
favour of this resolution being agreed tot
and are opposed to the nationalisation of
banking.

RON. E. H. GRAY (West) £5.35]:
Earlier this afternoon, Mr. President, I
suggested that the debate be adjourned, as
the Leader of the House had made a re-
niarkable speech and I considered it my
ditty to study it carefully so that I codd
reply to his statements. Ihave never before
heard such an address delivered in this
House. It gave an exposition of capital-
ism and demtocracy such as I have never
heaurd before at any time in my life.

The Minister for Mines: You are learn-
ing!

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I oppose the resolu-
tion as I think it is a grave mistake for the
State Parliament to interfere with the Com.-
mionwealth Parliament. I have been a mem-
ber of this House for 24 years, and can
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assure members that never before has the
Legislative Council carried a resolution of
this nature. It is a bad move and one that
will rightly be resented, not only by the
Commonwealth authorities hut by thousands
of people throughout Western Australia.
The banking Bill now before the Common-
wealth Parliament has been part of the
platform of the Labour Party for over 40
years, to my knowledge.

The Minister for Mines: Since 1921.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The Minister can
go further back than that. It was adopted
by the trade union conference at that time,
but was part of the Labour Party's plat-
form 40 years ago. I have been a member
of the Labour Party for 47 years, and can
vouch for that. Resentment has been
aroused among the people by the vicious
propaganda tactics adopted by the Press,
and by the Liberal and Country Parties
behind the Press, as well as by other
vested interests. Who would have believed
that the day would come when the vice-
president of the National Bank in Victoria
could move successfully in the Legislative
Council of that State a resolution holding
up Supply, and causing many thousands of
Government employees to wait for a fort-
night for their wages, without protest from
any party except the Labour Party?

The Minister for Mines: The people pro-
tested.

Hon. F. H. GRAY: If this House at-
tempted to do such a thing, there would be
a tremendous outburst of indignation from
the people of Western Australia. That
resolution was successfully moved in Vic-
toria and the president of the National
Bank dictated to the Government and stop-
ped Supply.

Hon. L. Craig: His action was endorsed
by the people.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: That was because of
the huge sum of money spent on false and
vicious propaganda. We know that bun-
d6eds; of thousands of pounds have been
spent on such propaganda. Where does
that money come from? It comes from
those people-the select few-who are
anxious to retain their hold on the bank-
ing institutions. The successful operation
of the Commonwealth Bank in every State
of the Commonwealth is a direct denial of
much that has been said in this House today.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Then why are the
other banks still in existence?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: At Forrest-place, at
Frernantle. or wherever there is a branch of
the Commonwealth Bank in Western Aus-
tralia, one can see well satisfied people of
all classes doing successful business with the
Commonwealth Bank. Does anyone drop
dead or go in fear and trembling because
the Commonwealth Bank is holding the
savings of the people to the tune of many
millions?7

The Honorary Minister: It might be dif-
ferent with a monopoly.

Hon. Ei. H. GRAY: There is a monopoly
of savings bank business in Western Aus-
tralia.

The, Honorary Minister: This would be
a monopoly of all kinds of banking.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The Commonwealth
Government has carried but its policy and
its pledges. The late John Curtin honoured
his promises, but the war is now over and
we must get ready for the future. I have
no hesitation in supporting the Chffley
Government and its legislation, as I believe
that course is in the best interests not only
of the working people of the Commonwealth
but of business people also. This talk about
stopping credit to small business people is
all bunkum. There is no sense at all in
that argument. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is wisely looking to the future.
.Neither in this country nor in any other
part of the world can people anticipate
at continuation of the present high mar-
ket prices, and unless Party leaders in all
countries use their brains and get down to
hard work in planning wisely for the
future, there will be tremendous problems
to be faced.

Tli' Honorary Minister: Do you not think
the people should have been consulted by
mecans of a referendum?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The nationalisation
of bankin- is not a new provision in the
Labour Thirty's platform.

The Honorary Minister: We have not
heard much of it in the Labour platform
of the past.

Bon. E. H. GRAY: It has been part of
that platform for as long as I can remem-
ber.

The Honorary Minister: It must have
been well hidden away.
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lion. G1. W. Miles: You want to go to a mandate from the people of Australia
Riussia.

lion. E. H. GRAY: I do not, and I do
not think it is fair for Mir. Miles to men-
tion Rtssia, or for the Leader of the House
to try to mix uJ) Labour Party principles
with Communism. No member of the Labour
Party hesitates to condemn Communism, as
he knows what it is. None of us knows
exactly what is happening in Russia but,
b)ad as it may be, it is better than what
existed in the old days. The Russians have
the right to govern their country as they
think fit, and we also have that right.' This
i., the first time I have heard any Leader
of this House claim that capitalism is de-
mocracy, and I say he will have a job, to
prove it. If capitalism is democracy, or
vike versa, we are in for a bad time, as the
history of capitalism from its inception is
a story of cruelty and starvation inflictedl
on all those who have come under it. It
has only been by the organisation of the
working people their trade unions and their
political part2, that they have been able
successfully to resist capitalistic exploita-
tion. It can never truthfully be claimed
that democracy is capitalism, or vice versa.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You would have all
bureaucrats and no producers.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I say the Govern-
ment is badly advised in presenting a resolu-
tion of this nature and I hope members of
thi Chamber will exhibit their usual caution
an1 prudence in deciding that it should not
be agreed to. We should look after our
own affairs and allow the Commonwealth
Government to conduct its own business.
There is no doubt that the projected bank-
ing legislation is supported by many thous-
ands of unionists throughout the Common-
wealth of Australia.

Hon. G1. W. Miles: They are not a major-
ity of the people of the Commonwealth.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The hen. member
will live to see the day when the people of
Australia will reverse the decision given in
the last week or two, and say that the Labour
Party was right all along. There is still
time for this legislation to he put into opera-
tion, and before the next Commonwealth
election people will realise its blessing. The
Commonwealth Government will again be
returned with a tremendous majority. I
elaim the Commonwealth Government has

for the introduction of the banking legisla-
tion. We have our amubit of authority over
the people and should not concur in a resolu-
tion of this sort, which is an interference
in the Federal sphere of activities. I stilt
hope that memnbers of this Chamber will
again exhibit their prudence and wisdom
and, with their characteristic slowness in
passing legislation, will defeat the motion
for the adoption of the resolution which I
have no hesitation iii opposing.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan) [5.46] : I should like to reply to
two of the arguments used by Mr. Gray.
First of all he attacked the right of the
Government and Parliament to endorse a
resolution of this kind. I think the power
to do so is beyond question, so we have to
consider twvo points: Is it wise? Is it ap-
propriate9 I should say without hesitation
that it is both, and particularly in the case
of Western Australia.

I do not think the hon. member would
question the right of this Parliament to do
anything it thinks necessary in the interests
of the people. What is the Federal Parlia-
meat so far as Western Australia is con-
cerned? We have in all 11 representatives
in the Commonwealth* Parliament. Six of
them in the Senate and four in the House
of Representatives are bound to two things
-they are pledged to unification, which
means the destruction of State Parliaments,
and they are also pledged to give their supr
port to the majority vote in Caucus,
wvhether they believe in it or not.

This means that approximately half of
the people of Western Australia have no
representation whatever in the Federal Par.
tiament. That fact alone makes it wise and
appropriate that we should take any step
we think necessary to protect the interests
of our own people, and I hope that al-
though this is about the first time action of
this sort has been taken, it will not be the
last, and that this Parliament will be ready,
whenever the Federal Parliament is taking
action contrary to the best interests of the
people of Western Australia, to enter its
protest.

We are a State in the Federal union
.working under a Constitution, and that
Contitution is being constantly violated by
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the Federal Parliament and the Federal
Glovernment. We are entitled to enter our
protest. The other point raised by 31r.
Gray, to which I should like to refer, was
the action of the Legislative Council of Vic-
toria. I think one might say that that
action was justified by the result, but I
maintain that it would be quite impossible
for this Legislative Council to take similar
action. Section 40 (4) of the Constitution
states:

The Legislative Council may at any stag4
return to the Legislative Assembly any Bill
which the Legislative Council may not amend,'
requesting by message the omission or amend"nient of any item or provision therein; pro-
viidi that an'y such request does not increase
-iny* proiposed charge or burden on the people.

And this is the important point-
The Legislative Assembly may, if it thiks

fit, make such omIssions or amendments, with
or without mnodiflcations.

Subsection (5) states-
Except as provided in this section, the Legis-

lative Council shall have equal power with the
Legislative Assembly in respect of alt Bills.

"Except as provided in this section." if
we bad the power to reject a Supply Bill,
then we should have, in regard to money
Bills, the same power as the Legislative
Assemnhly and this subsection would he
entirely, meakningless9. I think the general
concensus of opinion, particularly of legal
opinion, is that this House conld not reject
a Supply Bill as was done by the Legisla-
tive Council of Vietorin. If members wish
to confirm that opinion, all they have to do
is compare the Constitution of Victoria Withi
the Constitution of Western Australir or
the Constitution of the Comm onwealth.
The Constitutions of the Commonwealth
and of Western Australia are identical in
that respect, and it is agreed that the Sen-
ate cannot reject a Supply Bill sent to it by
the House of Representatives.

I regard the banking Bill, if it he passed,
as the third step towards the complete aboli-
tion of State rights, and feel at liberty to
say this because I have strongly opposed
both the first and second steps. The first
step was the Financial Agreement, which
was put forward by the party to which I
belone. I was a candidate for the Senate
at the time arid devoted the whole of my
campaign to fighting against the Financial
Agreement-although it was put Up by .my
party-and my action was endorsed by the
eleetors.

The second step was what is called the
uniftfrm taxation. I opposed that. Not-
withstanding that there was a solemn prom-
ise by the thea 'Prime Minister and the
present Prime Minister that the power to
tax the people would be returned to the
States as soon as the war was over, that
promise has been flagrantly broken, If the
banking legislation becomes law it will be
the third step, which I believe will entirely
destroy the State's powers as they were
intended to he preserved to it by the Con-
stitution.

I arm not going to enter into the question
of whether the Bill is in accordance with the
Constitution. That is a matter for the High
Court to decide. But I am quite sure that
it is entirely contrary to the intention of
the framers of the Constitution, entirely
contrary to the spirit of the Constitution,
and would be destructive of State rights to
a greater extent than any other legislation
tha-, has been passed.

It is worth while considering for a moment
the convenience of the public. At the pre-
sent time anybody wishing to raise money
to extend a business or start something
fresh has a number of different banks to
go to: and generally finds that such an
application will be dealt with in Perth by
one of nine or ten banking. institutions,
which are not likely to be clogged up with
business, and therefore can expect to get a
ready arid almost immediate answer to the
application. What is going to happen under
the Commonwealth banking proposals? If
we are going to have a repetition of the
practice followed in other matters, it will
mean that all applications will have to go
to Canberra. Htow long is it going to take
to settle them? On the matter of conven-
ience alone this is a retrograde step that
mLst have the effect of hampering industry.

I wonder whether members have taken the
trouble to compare a pre-war private bank
balance-sheet with the balance-sheet is-
sued by the Commonwealth -Bank only a,
few months ago. They would find the
private hank liabilities-these are the
anioUnts of money deposited with them-
on the one side and the assets on the other
side and it is possible to see the use made
of the moneys. They are invested in real
things; there is a real security. But what
do we find in the Commonwealth Bank
balance-sheet? On the one side are the lie-
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bilities-the amounts deposited in the Sav-
ings Bank and general bank, chiefly it the
Savings Bank, running into enormous sums.
What ort, the assets? Treasury Bills. Is
that likely to be satisfactory to the people?
What does it mean? It means that the
Commonwealth Government, if that legisla-
tion be passed, will have an unlimited power
over money.

I am one of those who believe that it is
extremely dangerous to grant complete
power to any Government. It is an old
saying that complete power corrupts, ab-
solutely, and that is what will happen in
this instance. What are the reasons given
for bringing forward this legislation? Tt
is suggested that if the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment had had the power at the time,
the depression might have been avoided. Alt
the authorities worth listening to say that
Australia got out of the depression almost
better than did any other country, in spite
of the fact that we suffered more than al-
most any other country because our exports
were confined to things for which the prices
dropped to almost nothing. The authorities

sythere were two reasons why Australia
got out of the depression so wvell. One was4
that credit was controlled to a large extent
by the private banks and not by the Gov-
ernment; the other was that the man on
the land throughout Australia kept on pro-
ducing though he was losing money, and
lifted Australia out of the depression quicker
I think, and better than was the experience
of almost any other country.

The Honorary Minister: At his own ex-
pemw-.

Hion. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: 'What
would the Commonwealth have done had it
possessed this power? The suggestion is
that it would have freed credit and doled
out money everywhere. But it was not want
of money that brought about the depression;
it was because we could not get the materials,
required to carry on the many public works;
anid the printing of bank notes would not
have helped the position one bit. Suppose
we struck another depression. We alt hope
we shall not do so, although 31r. Chifley is
Constantly suggesting the danger of it. What
would happen? These theorists, not s4atis-
fied with the 20l0 millions of pound notec;
already printed and circulated, would have
printed another couple of hundred millions.

What could anyone do with tbose notes?
How would they help to get over the deprer--
sion? They would make matters worse and
bring- about quickly what Mr. Chifley has
so often described as the horrors of in-
flation.

Many countries-strong countries suchL a-
the United States and Great Britain-arc-
at present wavering between inflation and
uncontrolled inflation. Australia is noit iii
a position to stand up against anything to:'
that sort. Should there come a depression.
there will be only one way of getting out of'
it, and that will be by aUl-round economy
and by a continuance in work, whether the
result of the work is as Satisfactory as, it
is now, or not. Those are the only two
things that will help us. A pouring out
of millions of pound notes would only make
our position more difficult.

I do not wish to repeat what I have
already said, but I do say that, in time of
peace, the Government should have no money
excepting what is voted to it by Parliament
and raised by taxation of the people or by
loan. No Government should have the power
to create money in time'of peace. In time oif
wvar, on the other hand, it is usually nees-
sary. It is something resorted to by most
Governments, but resorted to regretfully and
with a knowledge that it is a dangerous
thing, justified only by the need for saving
the country from invasion or defeat. In
peace-time, however, it is entirely wrong
that the Government should have power to
create money. It should have power to
spend the money that the Parliament votei-,
and that money should he raised either by
taxation of the people or by loan.

The creation of money by Governmevnts,
would have the effect of empowering them
to set up what I believe is the aim of the
present Commonwealth Government, and
that is to set up a totalitarian State. Dur-
ing, the war, tho Commonwealth enjoyed
enormous powers, and power always feeds
on itself and increases. Now the desire is
that the powers enjoyed during the war
should continue in peace-time and continue
indefinitely. The banking Bill, if it becomes
law, will give that power. It will give ab-
solute power. One cannot take complete
control over the people's money and alto
take to oneself the right to issue maoney at
one s9 own sweet will, without establishing
the totalitarian state. I would suggest to
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members of the Labour Party who are in-
clined to support this legislation, "What
would. the totalitarian state mean to you?"

I am not one of those who acc use the
entire Labour Party of being communistic.
I knpw that for the most part the members
of that Party are anti-communistic. Why?
Because they have the strongest possible ob-
jection to the regimentation of labour. They
object to the working man being told, "You
must go there, you must do this, you must
do that, you must leave this employment and
go into that employment." That is why the
thoughtful members of the Labour Party
do not favour the communistic idea, be-
cause under it everyone has to do just what
he is told and receive in payment just what
is thought fitting.

Another reason why the Labour Party is
opposed to Communism-and I do not think
it is such a good reason-is that the pri-n-
ciple under which men work in Russia is
that the masn who does the most work gets
the most pay. The old communistic idea,
"From each according to his capacity, to
each according to his need," was amended
in 1935 at a conference in Russia, when
the last words were made to read, "to each
according to the work done." That is some-
thing to which Labour members generally
object, but I warn them that this legislation
is a step towards the building up of the
totalitarian state. I doubt very much
whether many thoughtful Labour members
desire anything of the kind. Undoubtedly it
will place power in the bands of the Coin-
nionwealth Government to do just what it
pleases.

I do not want to labour this question of
C'ommxunismn, but I think it rather significant
that within the last few weeks tlirca gentle-
ment have been sent, with the eoncurrerkce
and to some extent the support, of the Com-
monwealth Government to conferences in
different parts of the world and all of those
three gentlemen are avowed Communists.
That is something worth pondering over be-
cause it is a fact which cannot he disputed.
They are avowed Communists and have been
sent with the concurrence and probably with
the support of the present Commonwealth
Government.

I can see no merit whatever in tile Bill
to nationalise ba4pking. lIt would certainly
make the nationalisatioR of everything else
easy; and when we consider that this plan

spoken of by my friend, Mr. Gray, for the
nationalisation of all means of production,
distribution and exchange, when we remem-
ber that this is the policy of the Common-
wealth Government, we should realise the
danger of putting into the hands of the
Commonwealth Government an instrument
which will enable it to carry out that policy.
I shall conclude by repeating what I said
at the outset, that it is both wise and oppor-
tune for the Oovernmcnt to pass this resolu-
tion, and I hope that in the future the Gov-
eramant will never hesitate to move the
State Parliament, when it appears to the
Government that some form of Common-
wealth action is detrimental to the interests
of the people of Western Australia.

THE MNISTER POE MINES (Hon. H_
S. W. Parker-MLletropolitan-Suburban-in
reply) [6.4] : There WAere some extra-
ordinary remarks made by Mr. Gray. He
said, "Wait. When the banks are nation-
alised, we will See." But he did not tell us
what we would see. He also said that he
had never heard of capitalism and demo-
cracy side by side. I have always been
taught that Britain led in democracy.
Britain's Government is a democratic Gov-
ernment under a King. I have always been
told that the United States of America were
a wonderful example of democracy. I have
always understood that Australia was a
democracy; but 'Mr. Gray, who came here
from other part;, presumably because he
preferred a democracy, apparently does not
think, so. He certainly knew when he came
here that Australia was a vcalitalistic coun-
try. Ile must have known that Britain
wasai dnlitalistic country.

Hun. C. W. Miles: That is where he was
born.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Capital-
ism has been the ordinary control in Western
Australia since 1820. It still is. Mr. Gray
says, "Wait and see." What has happened?
What has happened in Russia-? He said that
we did not know what was happening in
Russia. Wait until we get the iron walls
in 'Western Australia, so that no-one will
be permitted to come in or ~go out. What
are we to wait for?

Bon. G. Fraser: Wait anld see the bene-
fits.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Can
anyone tell me in what way wye are to bene-
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fit?! Shall we benefit if the Government bank properties will then be Commonwealth
pays us our wages on a Friday or a Satur- properties and, as such, will not be liable
day and not someone else? Is the Govern- for payment of rates. Our citizens will not
went going to force us to work instead of be able to do what they like with their own
allowing us, to work of our own free will? money. I have never heard anything T-,

lon. G. Fraser: You will be able to preposterous. Mr. Gray followed exactly
ras on toeprcent. the lines on which I opened; he went hard

raie loaNSTE at R I~ per SAdo for socialism, something in the future.

one will be able to build a house. There I do not anticipate shuffling off thiA
is plenty of money available to build houses, mortal. coil very soon, but I guarantee that

even in moy lifetime the Commonwealth will
Hlon. GI. Fraser: At four per cent. not perinit the people to do as they would

The~ MiNISTER FOR MINES: It can be like. We have heard about the happiness
had at a lower rate, of others and about what they are going

Ron.G, rase: Tll u whreto do with their money. We have heard
L~on LI.Frasr: ell s whreof those who have taken their accounts

The -MINISTER FOR 'MINES: There is away from the private banks, but we have
the( Commonwealth Bank, with a housing, noqt heard about the hundreds of thousands
,department. of people who are still doing business with

Hon. G. Fraser: Yes. the private bunks. The Commonwealth

lion. A. Thomson: If the banking Bill Bank has not yet got all the banking busi-

passes, you will be able to get money for ness. There was no need to nationalise, the
nothing. private banks, as the Commonwealth Bank

could have got the accounts in the ordinary
The MUINISTER FOR MINES: Wh. course of business if the people so desired.

wtill provide the money'? It is only because the Commonwealth Bank

lion. Sir Hal Colebatch: If you have the cannot compete with the private banks that
money in your pocket, even then you can- the Commonwealth Government intends to
not build a house, spend a stupendous sum to take over the

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Exactly. trading banks.
Mr. Fraser says, "Here is a promise for Hon. E. M. Heenan: You are not stick-
the future. Although the Commonwealth ing very closely to the resolution.
Bank will lend you money now, you will1 Hon. G. Fraser: ile is going all round.
get it cheaper when the Commonwealth We have been to Russia.
Government gets control of banking." Why? .'The MINISTER FOR 31INES: We have

lion. U. Fraser: Because the Common- been to Russia and are back in Australia.
wealth Government will have all the bank- Hon. E. M. Heenan: The resolution is;
ing profits. confined to the necessity foi a referendum.

The MINISTER FOR MINES- Where Hon. J. A. Dimrnitt: Are you the Presi-
will they come from? dentl

Hon. GI. Fraser: Where they come from The MINISTER FOR MINES: - Mr.
today. Heenan has interjected, but he did not say

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tell me one word on the question before the Chair,
what the bankinig profits are-two per cent. nor did he interject when Mr. Gray was
What arc the profits of the Commonwealth speaking. Mr. Gray had a perfect right
Bank and where do those profits go? Up to speak as he did and let the people know
the spout into thin air. Mr. Gray deplores what he thought about banking. We know
this House considering the resolution be- quite well that although in our opinion
cause he is of the opinion that the matter a referendum should be held, the banking
is a Commonwealth one. Surely he knows Bill is being rushed through the Common-
that when the private bank8 are nation- wealth Parliament as fast as it can be and
alised, the taxes which they now pay, the before there can be any possibility of a
water rates and general rates, will stop. referendum.
Who will pay them? The Commonwealth? Hon. G. Fraser: You thought differently
It is hot bound to pay them because the Cast year.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: What
about 9

Ron. G. Fraser: About the Upper House.

The MiN1ISTER FOR MINES: I can-
not recall that for the moment. The hon.
member has referred to a referendum., but
I regret to say he has not spoken to the
resolution. All he has done is to inter-
ject. I did hope that members who sup-
port the Bill would have something to
say to help us to see why we are
w r ong. The only one who has given
expression to his views-he 'is entitled
to them and I respect them, although
I think they are entirely wrong-is Mr.
Gray, who said he would support the Bill
at all costs. He admits that he is a be-
liever in Socialism;, he is entitled to be-
lieve whatever he likes and to express his
views. I am afraid, however, that I am
not quite so happy about it. As to the other
members who will not express their views,
but only interject, I sincerely trust that
they will show where they stand by the way
in which they vote.

H~on. E. M. Heenan: The resolution
deals with a referendum. It does not deal
with "the merits or demerits of the banking
Bill,

The 'MINISTER FORl MIXES: So that
there may be no fencing about the matter,
I sincerely hope that the menbers of this
Chamber will vote according to the views
which they hold on the banking Bill. Do
not let us have any quibbling. I do not
want members to go out of this Chamber
and say at some future time, "I was
against the banking Bill, but I was not in
favour of a referendum' Let us have it
straight out.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: The 'Minister is not
confining himself to the resolution as is
required by the Standing Orders. Mem-
hers are not called upon to declare them-
selves on the merits or demerits of the
banking Bill. The resolution confines itself
to a criticism of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment for proceeding without first hold-
ing a referenduam.

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps the Minister
will confine himself to the wording of the
resolution.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If I have
offended I am pleased that the hon. mem-
ber drew me up promptly. I certainly take

it, and I think every member does, that
the resolution really resolves itself into a
question of ascertaining what members, if
any, in this Chamber are in favour of the
banking Bill. With those remarks I will
resume my seat.

Eon, E, M%. Heenan: Are members afraid
to express their opiniou

Question put and passed and a message
accordingly returned to the Assembly.

Sitling suspended froma 6.15 to 7.30 tan.t

BILL-WHEEAT MARKETING.
Second Readizg.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. L. LOTON (South-East) [7.30]:
I suppbrt this measure because it is essail-
tia[ that it be passed. It follows very closely
the recommendations of the Royal Conw-
mission, set up by the exdPremier, Mr.
Wise. Those recommendations have beeu
approved by the great percentage of wheat-
growers. I am doubtful whether the Fed-
eral Minister for Agriculture is going on
with any wheat stahilisation plan, because
recently when he gave approval for the
further payment of Is. a bushel on bulk
and bagged wheat he is reqported to have
made the following statement:-

Mr. Pollard said that the Australian Wheat
Board had received 98,000,000 bushels from
the crop, and with saies proceeding sadesfaet.
orlly, further payments would be possible later.
When asked whethier he could indicate the Goev-
eraicat's policy on the future of the wheat
industry in view of the fact that the wheat
stabilisation plan could not be put into opera-
tion owing to the failure of some State legis-
lation to pass thle necessary complimentary
legislation, Mr. Pollard said that ha would
make a statement at the proper time.

If the proper time is not at this moment,
I am doubtful whether in the opinion of
Mr. Pollard it wiUl ever arrive because we
are ntow facing a new wheat harvest. The
harvest in New South Wales is an all-time
record and that of Western Antralia will
show a big increase on the original esti.
mate. I therefore think we are facing a
period 'when Commonwealth legislation
should be introduced if that Government is
genuine in its desire for a wheat stabilisa-
tion plan. The legislation introduced by the
State Government is necessary to be on
the statute-book in the event of the Federal
plan riot coming into operation.
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The cost of production of wheat has been
assessed by competent authorities in this
State at being not less than 6s, a bushel.
If 6s, is the correct figure, and the last
payment made to the growers a fortnight
ago broughbt the aggregate payments to
6a. 7d. for bulk wheat, then up till that
time the farmers had received less than the
cost of production. I am sorry that there
are not more of my LalY.our friends here
tonight, because it is remarkable how the
farming community could keep going.
Perhaps with the nationalisation of banking
they will he able to go to the Common-
wealth Bank for finance to carry on. I feel
certain that many of them must have been
assisted during the last eight or nine months
by private institutions, if those costs are
right.

We are facing an acute shortage of bags,
and I hope the Minister will give us some
information as to the position when he
replies. From what I have learned, the
Federal Minister for Agriculture has c~om-
maudeered bags that should have come to
this State, not only for wheat but for flour,
saperphosphate and potatoes. The expla-
nation given to mse is that he was going to
direct the bags to be delivered to the areas
in which he considered the needs to be most
urgent. If some of the bags were to have
come here, I do not think he had the right to
deprive Western Australia to the advantage
of New South Wales.

I quite agree there are more votes in New
South Wales than in this State, but that
does not give the growers, of Western Aus-
tralia a great deal of satisfaction. No
balance sheets have been made availabla in
connection with the wheat that has beent
delivered under the acquisition plan to show
what wheat has been sent in, what is on
hand or the amount of bonus that growers
can expect from the scheme. I feel sure
that if the State legislation comes into
force these balance sheets will be available
to those who supply the wheat.

On motion by Hon. H. Tuekey, debate
adjourned.

BILL--NATIVE ADMINISTRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time..

BILL--ROYAL STYLE AND TITLES.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H..
S. W. Parker-Mketropolitan-Suburban)
[i.38] in moving the second reading said:
This is a short Bill to give effect to the
chiange in title of His MaIjesty the King
caused through his ceasing to be the Em-
peror of India by reason of the fact that
Pakistan and India are now dominions. The
title of His Majesty included the words
"Emperor of India" or, the Latin "Indias
Inaperator." It is desired to follow what
has been done in England and in the Com-
monwealth where his title has been altered.
There are many Acts, rules, regulations,
Bills and forms in which the Ring's title
appears, It would be rather difficult to alter
them all, so this short measure is for the
purpose of altering the title wherever it is
necessary. I move--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a scond time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILLr-FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Beading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. G.
B. Wood-East) [7.43] in moving the
second reading said: This is a small Bill
which seeks to continue the Inst amendment
of the Fisheries Act. In 1946 it was found
desirable to amend the Act to make pro-
vision to regulate the supply of cotton and
hemp, and such other materials as were re-
quired for the making of fishing nets. So
great was the shortage of those niaterials:
that it IV~s considered essential that pro-
fessional fishermen should have all that was
necessary for the repairing of their nets.
Up to 1946 this was done uinder National
Security Regulations, but with the cessation
of those regulations it became necessary to
amend the Act.

it was thought by the Minister for
Fisheries that at the end of this year, 1947,
the shortage would be overcome and there
would be plenty of these materias for the
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manufacture and repairing of nets. It was not
considered that a continuation of the amend-
inent would be necessary. But the shortage
still exists, and the position has in fact got
worse, so the continuance of the measure
for another year is required. AU the amend-
muent seeks to do is to insert the words

"One thousand nine hundred and forty-
eight" for the words "one thousand nine
hundred and forty-seven." I can see no
objection to the Bill, and I hope members
will agree that it is necessary. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

* In committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL-COMPARIES ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE MINISTER FR MINES (Hon. H.
S. WV. Parker-Metropolitan-Suburbanl
[7.47]: The subsection which it is sought
to delete from the Act has, according to the
advice tendered to me, very little effect
whether it is in the Act or is omitted. How-
ever, the history of its inclusion is some-
what interesting. This subsection wvas not
in the Bill when drawn nor was it put in
by the Royal Commission which inquired
into the operation of the Companies Act-
It was inserted at the instigation of a pri-
vate member in another place, and the rea-
son it w-as agreed to was that at that par-
ticular time one of the biggest shareholders
or a private company died. It was then
found that he had borrowed very extensively
from the company, which was perfectly so]-
vent. It was thought that perhaps a per-
son having control of a majority of the
shares in a private company could continue
to borrow from it. Having the controlling
interest no-one could gainsay him or force
him to pay if he refused.

U'ndoubtedly, the question of co-operative
companies was overlooked. where obviously
a man who is only entitled to own £5 or
£10 worth of shares could not incur a credit

in excess of those amounts without com-
mitting an offence. But if, in fact, that
director did obtain credit above the amount
of his capital in a co-operative company,
he could not be prosecuted without thel
Attorney General being first consulted. So,
in effect, it would have no, value, but in
order to overcome any impossible difficul-
ties I have placed an amendment on the
notice paper setting out that this subsection
shtll not apply to co-operative companies.
Perhaps that might meet Mr. Loton's wishes.

HON. C. G. n.ATHAM (East) (7.48]:
The object of the sponsor of the Bill is
to delete Subsection (5) of Section 147. 1
do not know how it is possible to amend
something that is to he deleted.

The Minister for Mines: Look at the notice
paper.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We will have to
leave the subsection in the Act and seek to
amend it. That means defeating the Bill
as introduced by Mr. Loton.

The Minister for Mines: Look at the
notice paper and see the method proposed.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMl: I have tried to
work it out, but I cannot see how it is to
be aceomplished. At any rate, I ask your
ruling, Mr. President, as to whether it i9
possible to include the amendment in the
13ill.

The PRESIDENT: It is quite possible
to deal with the amendment as indicated 4

the notice paper.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If that is so, I

am prepared to accept the ruling. At the
same time the Bill seeks to delete a sub-
section and the Minister proposes to amend
it. I do not knowv how it can be done.

The PRESIDENT: It can be dlone in
Committee.

l1on. C. CG. LATHIAM: This propose.
affects the section of the Compranies Act
that I tried to get the House to deal with
uwhen the previous Bill to amend that Act
wvas before Parliament. That measure ha,
been passed by both Houses, but there iA
certainly a great necessity to amend that
section. To make a criminal offence of some-
thing which in these circumstances is really-
trivial, especially as there are some in-
dividuals who might be inclined to invoke
the provisions of the Criminal Code, which
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indicates how serious this might be. I
wonder if the Minister gave any considera-
tion to the position regarding proprietary
companies. We know what many of those
companies consist of.

The Minister for Mines: You are referring
to what are called one-man companies.

Ron. C. G. LATHAM: Ye;, or comnpanies
where the principal shareholder has 96 per
cent, of the shares and the remaining four
per cent, are held by others.

Tine Minister for Mines: Or it might be
that he holds 52 per cent. of the shares,.

Hon. C. G-. LATHUAM: That would be
different becuuse the 48 per cent. share-
holder would have a substantial financial
interest in the concern. With a person
holding 96 per cent, of the shares,
the remaining shareholders would only
have a very small interest. I think
I know of the particular ease to which
the Minister referred where an amount
of money was borrowed by a director
from the company. This would also
uffeet the proprietary' companies which are
more or less one-man shows, so I think we
mitrht give consideration to them also. We
should deal further with the amendment
suigestcd by the Minister and provide for
some exemption for proprietary companies.

RON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [7.53):-
I remember this particular question being
discussed by the Royal Commission when
we were dealing with the Act, and the
view being expressed that an individual
should not be able to borrow money from
a company of which he was a director. I
stiVJ think that is very desirable. A director
is appointed to represent the shareholders
and as such he should not have privileges,
which would be unknown to shareholders,
perhaps enabling him to borrow large sums
-troughb his powers as a director-from
his rompany.

I have no recollection whatever of the
subsection under discussion and I was glad
to hear the Minister say that it had been
Mubsequently inserted by a private member
in another place. I could not imagine my-
sielf allowing a subsection such as this to
lie included in the Companies Act, because
it is quite foreign to practice and ordinary
commonsense. The Minister' proposes; to
insert an amendment exempting co-operative

companies. That is not nearly enough. Not
only should co-operative companies be
exempted but all companies, and therefore
the Bill should be supported. Section 5
reads--

Any person being a, shareholder or a director
of a, Company to which he, his wife or child,
is indebted in a sum equal to the nominal
value of his shares held by him ia such com-
pany, or the amount subscribed of such shares
whichever is the lower cannot be a director.

There are many public companies operating
retail stores and if a director of such a
company or his child did what is con-
templatea in this section, he would be liable.

Hon. C. G. Latham:- Or your son might
be miles away and you would still be liable.

Hon. L. CRA-MG: Take a director of
'Worthis or Foy & Gibsons,-

Hon. H. L. Roche: Or one of the stock
c~w panics.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes, or a director of
one of the stock companies such as Golds-
brough Mort, Elder Smiths or Dalgetys.
These are all public companies and every
farmer who deals with them becomes in-
debted for considerable sums of money. If
a farmer goes to one of them to buy 150
Ash eep, hie immediately becomes indebted to
the company for £150 and so may exceed
the amount of his shareholding, thus making
himself liable under the Act to imprison-
nient. It applies to any retail store or
any company. I cannot understand why this
subsection was included. It has the effect
of preventing any man from trading with
a firm of which he is a director, and that
is too ridiculous for words. It goes further
and includes his wife and child. If there
were any reason for it, I would endeavour
to find it, but I am sure it crept into the
Act by some error of judgment on some-
body's park.

Hon- E. H. Gray: We passed it!I

Hon. L. CRAIG: I think that Mr. Loton's
Bill should be supported and that Sub-
section (5) should be deleted.

HON. 0. r. BAXTER (East) [7.581:
There is quite a lot in what Mr. Craig has
said. It places a man who may hold a
controlling interest in a company, and there
are many such people, in a most invidious
position. While this is a. dangerous pro-
vision, still some protection is required to
safeguard a position that might be abused.
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In the ordinary course -of running a busi-
ness, the provision is ridiculous. I see no
need to elaborate upon what Mr. Craig and
the Minister have referred to, but if the
amendment be agreed to it should be ap-
plied to all companies. To make a Man
who is a director responsible for his family
as well is ridiculous and could easily place
a man in a most invidious position. I can
appreciate what was in the mind of the
private member who succeeded in having
the subsection included in the Act, and it
was really placed there to deal with dummy-
ing. 1 think the subsection should be
amended,

Ron. L. Craig. Or deleted.
Ron. C. P. BAXTER: If it is deleted

there will be no wxotection against the in-
dividual who may have a controlling in-
terest in the shares.

Hon. L. Craig: There is the right of
appeal to the Court.

lion. C. F. BAXTER: I know of one or
two instances of men holding such a posi-
tion, of which they make full use. If the
Companies Act contained no such provision
men of that type could continue ad lib.
to the detriment of the shareholders. While
there is every reason for the amendment,
it will not put the subsection right and it
should be expanded.

HON. H. L. ROCHE (South-East) [8.0):
1 think it is.-generally recognised that this
provision was inserted in the original mea-
sure by a private mtember to prevent ain
abuse of which anl example had recently
occurred, or what appeared to be an abuse.
On giving consideration to the effect of thle
provision on other people who may be con-
ducting their affairs in a manner different
from that in which that gentleman con-
ducted his, it wonld seem that in an effort
to correct one abuse we can- cbneeivably
create a most unfortunate state of affairs.
Mr. Baton referred to the position that
would arise in regard to co-operative com-
panics. Many of those companies limit the
shareholding of any individual to three or
five shares, so that a director in such a com-
pany would have a shareholding to the
value of only £5 at the most. He might
be doing business with that company up to
as much as £.100 a month and, under the
Act, ha would apparently be liable to
action in the Criminal Court. It seems

even more unjust in the ease of a share-
holder who is a member of one of the stock
firms. Even if he were not doing much
business on credit or on advances with the
firm, if his son bought £1,000 worth of
stack onl a three months bill, he also would
be liable to criminal proceedings. So it
seems: to me that while we do not want W
leave the way open to abuse--

Hon. L. Craig: It was not an abuse.

Hon. HE. L,. RO CHE: It could become
one. Whilst wre do not want to leave the
way open to abuse, neither do we want to
create, hardship which might occur under
the provisipn of the Act as it stands. I
would like to suggest to the Minister that
further consideration conld be given to the
amendment of the Act, as proposed by Mir,
Loton. In view of the discussion that has
taken place on this amending Bill, the
Minister might he able to suggest to the
House at some later date a means by which
we can correct a possible abuse and, at the
saint time, not impose hardship in genuine
eases,

On motion by Hon. J. A. Dimmitt)
debate adjourned.

BILL-flIED rRUITS.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day. Hon.
J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair;, the.llonorary
Minister in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
after Clause 2 had been agreed to.

Clauses 4 to 38, Title--agreed to.
jil reported without amendment and the

report adopted.

BILL-UNIVERSITY oF WESTERN
AkUSTRALIA ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the -resumption
fromr the 18th November of the debate on
the second reading.

Question put anif passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.
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BU5 Lr-rACTORIES AND SHOPS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Readinlg.

De~bate resumed from the 18th November.

HON. E. H. GRAY (WVest) 18.13]: 1
obtained the adjournment of the debate to
examine the Act, and I think that the
amending Bill will be of great assistance
to the department and will straighten out
the position in the country, where the pre-
sent shop districts overlap chiefly in road
board and municipal areas. I think it would
be an advantage where there is divided
opinion in regard to early closing and the
annual weekly holiday. The Minister men-
tioned Busselton, where there was some con-
fusion, and said that people living in an-
other township had the right to vote in the
Busselton district, in which they had no
particular interest. I should imagine that
if there was a keen opinion with regard
to the weekly holiday or closing on %atur-
day, it would be awkward for people who
had a genuine right to vote on such a pro-
posal. I therefore think the Bill should be
passed and I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill'-read a second time.

11; Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H1.
S. W. l'arker-Metropolitan -Suburban):. I
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Tuevsdayv, the 253th November.

Question pitt and passed.

hlousqe adjoured4 at 8.17 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3f
l).ni., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

HOUSING.

As to Privately-Built Homes at Bassendeuss

lion. IV. DI. JOHNSON (on notice) askei
the Premier:

Oit the 31st July, 1947, the following
Notice of Motion was given, and subse
ijueatly lapsed:

That all papers having reference to thi
selection of sites-tenders and acceptance ol
sante--together with ail inspectors' reports
and the ultimiate occupation by tenants ol
two hiouses erected by private contractors
and no0W occupied, at Barton Parade, Wesl
Read and Deacon Streets, Bassendean, b
laid upon the Table of the House.

Can lie give an assurance that the sub-
jeet-matter of the proposed motion will be
investigated by tho Royal Commission no%~
sitting-, and state whether the Commission,
in its report, will embrace a reference on
the selection of the sites for the hornet
stipulated, and the erection and occupation
of same?
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